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SCOTT TURNER | GIG HARBOR LIFE

From left, Lighthouse Christian School’s Madison McFarland, Lauren Kott and Jeffrey Hallstrom surround their
mentor, Shirley Hanson, a local author. These students were among the many top achievers in a recent youth
authors program at the popular Gig Harbor school.

GIG HARBOR — The 2010 Winter Olympics inspired Madison McFarland, a 10-year-
old at Lighthouse Christian School to write. Her book was about a make-believe duck
that participated in a duck Olympics and won.
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“It helped me to learn to always keep trying your hardest no matter what,” she said.

She is one of 48 fourth-grade students who spent the past six months learning skills
from volunteer and children’s book author Shirley Hansen.

The students authored and illustrated their own books with her help. It all culminated
in the Young Authors Conference, an annual event at the school.

“I jumped on the opportunity,” said Hansen, a Gig Harbor resident. “I haven’t done
anything in so long that has made me so happy, the children learning, seeing where I
started in assisting some of the children who had blank books and they said, ‘I can’t
come up with an idea, I don’t know what to do.’”

Hansen helped guide them through the writing process of first connecting with an
idea, and following it through.

“I’m very impressed because this school, there’s somewhat order in the class,” she
said. “They teach respect for one another. It’s a very unique situation.”

Hansen came up with a lesson plan on tips for writing fiction, and the process started.

She has been coming to the school sometimes twice a week since October, said
Virginia Wurts, a fourth-grade teacher at the school. The students in her class, as
well as Nora Bentler’s fourth-grade class have been working with Hansen on what
they call the Six Traits Writing Process. It includes brainstorming ideas, editing the
ideas, using a voice, thinking process, vocabulary, and grammar to express thoughts
and put them on paper, Wurts said.

“They were working on this twice a week for about 45 minutes to an hour plus taking
it home,” Wurts said.

“We’re very blessed to have a lot of volunteers here, but I think it really confirms what
an impact volunteers can make in a classroom,” Wurts said. “So many of them have a
wealth of experience and passion in their life work. When they bring this knowledge
into the classroom, it speaks volumes to the children.”

Each child was given the opportunity to present something to the group about their
24-page book, whether it was an overview of the story, something about their
illustrations, or a reading from the book.

Getting to that point took time.

“We had to write lots of sloppy copies in our writing journals,” said 10-year-old
Lauren Kott. “It was more fun than hard, but sometimes it got stressful. I learned
editing the most and how to edit. I didn’t like it very much.”

An adventure story about a time machine was the subject of Jeffrey Hallstrom’s book.

“My book is about a guy named Billy,” he said. “He invents a time machine and goes
back in time to the Jurassic time period. A dinosaur picks up the time machine and
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back in time to the Jurassic time period. A dinosaur picks up the time machine and
breaks it. So they have to fix the time machine and he swallows the engine. So they
have to go and get the engine out of him,” he added with a huge smile.

Share your thoughts
Comments are the sole responsibility of the person posting them. You agree not to post comments that are off
topic, defamatory, obscene, abusive, threatening or an invasion of privacy. Violators may be banned. Click
here for our full  user agreement.

Username * Don't have an account? Sign up for a new account

Password * Can't remember? Reset your password

Comment

Preview comment

Powered by MojoPages

dentist

Location: e.g. Bremerton, WA

bremerton, wa

GO

Features

Reverse Mortgages for Seniors
Find out if you qualify for the reverse
mortgage limit increase today.
www.ReverseHelpline.us

TurboTax Free Fed Edition
File Simple Tax Returns Free & Get Your
Maximum Refund - Guaranteed!
TurboTax.com

Health Insurance Plans
Get Free Health Insurance Quotes.
Compare Plans & Apply Online.
www.IndividualHealthQuotes.com

Ads by Yahoo!

Comments » 0

Be the first to post a comment!

Planned Poulsbo Museum Could Find a Home in New City Hall

Students From France Take in the Sights, Shorelines of Kitsap

City of Bainbridge Island Makes Minor Tweak to Plans for Strawberry Plant Park

Also in All Local News More

Videos Share Photos News on Facebook

Hide

Email Discuss PrintShare »

http://www.kitsapsun.com/privacy/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/accounts/register/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/accounts/password_reset/
http://www.mojopages.com/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#skybox_wrapper
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#skybox_wrapper
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/08/planned-poulsbo-museum-could-find-a-home-in-new/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/08/students-from-france-take-in-the-sights-of/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/08/city-makes-minor-tweak-to-plans-for-strawberry/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/news/local/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/news/local/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/videos
http://yourmedia.kitsapsun.com/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/facebook/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#comments
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#skybox_carousel
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#skybox_carousel
http://www.kitsapsun.com/mailfriend/61/227083/aee444cca2/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#comments
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/?print=1
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kitsapsun.com%2Fnews%2F2010%2Fapr%2F03%2Flocal-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc%2F
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/#


4/9/10 10:41 AMLocal Author Mentors Young Gig Harbor Writers’ Fancy » Kitsap Sun

Page 4 of 4http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/apr/03/local-author-mentors-young-gig-harbor-writers-fanc/

On the Web: Blogs Information Center Online Coupons Health RSS Feeds

Online Exclusives: Ask the Experts Games Movies Crime Map e-Edition

Useful Links: News Tips Classified Ads Northwest Guide Community Partnerships
Report Website Problem

Special Features: Healthy Tomorrow Award PNWMoms

Browser Downloads: Firefox Google Chrome Safari Opera

Business Directory: Employment Agencies Accounting Advertising Agencies Apartments
Resorts Banks Contractors Loans Mortgage Bremerton Yellow Pages

More news from our local partners »

Scripps Interactive Newspapers Group
2010 The E.W. Scripps Co.
Privacy Policy | Terms Of Use | About Our Ads

A visual take on the news. See news or just something
pretty? Take a photo or video
and share it!

Join the conversation, get
local news updates and more
on Facebook.

http://pugetsoundblogs.com/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/data/
http://coupons.kitsapsun.com/
http://health.kitsapsun.com/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/feeds/list/
http://experts.kitsapsun.com/
http://arcade.kitsapsun.com/
http://movies.kitsapsun.com/
http://northwestguide.com/app/crime-map/
http://e.kitsapsun.com/
mailto:sunnews@kitsapsun.com?subject=News%20Tip
http://www.kitsapsun.com/classifieds/
http://www.northwestguide.com/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/community-partnerships/
http://products.kitsapsun.com/report/
http://healthy.kitsapsun.com/about.php
http://www.pnwmoms.com/
http://getfirefox.com/
http://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.apple.com/safari/download/
http://www.opera.com/
http://local.kitsapsun.com/employment-agencies/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/accounting/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/advertising-agencies/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/apartments/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/resorts/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/banks/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/contractors/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/loans/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/mortgage/bremerton/wa
http://local.kitsapsun.com/yellow-pages/bremerton/wa
http://www.kitsapsun.com/local-news/partners/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/privacy/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/privacy/#terms
http://www.kitsapsun.com/privacy/#about_our_ads
http://www.kitsapsun.com/videos
http://yourmedia.kitsapsun.com/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/facebook/

